Enslaved Persons in Westborough, 1754

According to https://primaryresearch.org/the-1754-slave-census/, “In 1754, Governor William
Shirley had ordered that an enumeration of all slaves, both male and female, over the age of
sixteen be completed by each town. This included Maine since it was still part of
Massachusetts.”

| Province of the
é' Palachuletrs-Bayp,

L In the Houfe of Rt)rvfnda.rivx: Nov. 19. 17354

(’ Uf;ﬁglcgzjdnm of bis Excellency's Mefage

! HAT the Afiefiors of the feveral Towns and
! T DI&:&: within this Province, forthwith f::d
{ the Secretary’s Office.the exa® Number of the
L Ngro Slaves, both Males and Females, fixteen Years

Tmurnd. that ase within their refpedtive

Sent up for Concurrence,
T. Hussano, Sp'r,
In Council, Nev. 19. 1754
| Read and concur'd,
9 7he's Clarke, Dep'ty Sec'ry.
! Confented to

.} ; . SHIRLEY, :
y : @ Qm“ ...955. ‘ f

“In total, the records of 119 towns have been preserved with a total of 2,720 slaves being
counted.”

In Westborough, the assessors counted six enslaved persons over the age of sixteen — four men
and two women:
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Westborough. December the 16°. 1754

In Obedience to This Order wee have Made
Strict Inquirry And finde wee have In Our
town four Male Negros & two females

that Are Sixteen years Olde And Upward.

Sam* Wood} Assessors
Phinehus Hardy }



